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7th April – 10th April 2011

Welcome to
Valle Upper Secondary School

Lena – Oppland County
Norway
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Where do you find Valle videregående skole?

Oslo

Lillehammer
Gjøvik
Valle videregående skole , Lena

Oppland county

Oppland county

Area:
25.192 km2

80% lies more  than 600 
meters above sea level
Inhabitants 
183.207 (01.01.2005) 

Municipalities
26 municipalities

Østre Toten municipality
Area:
561 km2
Inhabitants 
14.400 (01.01.2005)
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Lena
(Valle)

Where do you find Valle videregående skole?

“Valle is situated in the landscape 
called Toten, on the western side of 
lake Mjøsa. 120 km north of Oslo, 65 
km south of Lillehammer, in Oppland 
County. In our county we have valleys, 
rivers, lakes, mountains and national 
parks. We also have arable land and 
forests - a lot of tourists, in summer 
and in winter. In our area, Toten we do 
have less tourists, however we have a 
rich agriculture - especially vegetables 
and potatoes.”

WWW.VALLEVGS.NOValle Upper Secondary School – established 1917
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Farms
• Five (5) properties
• Cultivated land – 113 hectare

• Wheat, barley and grass
• Forest – 124 hectare
• Animal husbandry

• Diary cows (55)
• Sheep keeping
• Piglets production
• Egg production
• Honey production

• Market garden 
• 2 greenhouses

• Flowers, tomatoes, etc.

Accommodation 
• 60 rooms in five units
Canteen serving four meals a day

Students at Valle
• 128 students (160 students 2010/2011)

What Valle content?

Employees People
School (teachers and assistants) 30
Agriculture/greenhouses 8
Administration 4
Canteen 4
Cleaners 3
Others 3
Total 52
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Courses – offered by the school

• Agriculture and gardening
• Forestry
• Horsemanship 
• Landscape gardening 
• Nature management 
• University admission certificate
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Number of pupils - students

2009-2010 2010-2011
Expected for 

2011-2012 *

VG 1 Utilizing Natural Resources 53 65 61

VG 2 Horsemanship & Farrier 17 25 19

VG 2 Agriculture and Horticulture 18 23 16

VG 2 Forestry 7 7 14

VG 2 Landscape and sport fields 

Gardening 9 10 14

VG 3 University admission 
certificate study 11 14 17

VG 3 Agriculture 13 16 14

SUM 128 160 155
* According to applicants April 2011
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tilizing natural recourses

Year 1 Year 2

Landscape and  
sport fields 
gardening

Horsemanship & 
farrier/blacksmith

Agriculture and
horticulture

Forestry

All
Choices leads to

Agriculture profession

Forestry profession

Two years apprentice contract

University admission 
study with nature fields

Horticulture profession*

General university 
admission study  *

Year 3

Landscape gardening profession

Horsemanship profession

Farrier/blacksmith profession

Sport fields construction & management

EDUCATION AT VALLE UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL

www.vallevgs.no

www.naturbruksskolene.no

* Choices given in other schools 

Year 4
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Part of the curriculum 1st year
Nature-based productions
• Carry out simple processing of raw materials
• Describe and present a product aimed for a potential 

market/group of customers 
• Describe and justify the use of the natural basis of ecological 

understanding and ethical norms 
Nature-based activities
• Describe examples of product and business development 

based on local natural resources and local culture and 
tradition

• Plan, implement and evaluate one or more nature-based 
activities with respect to the application within the tourism, 
healthcare, educational organization and in new products 
and services

• Present the nature-based activities for a chosen audience 
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CLASSES IN AGRICULTURE 
AND GARDENING

What subjects are taught?
• Animals, agriculture, forestry and 

technique
• Management and operation
• Entrepreneurship
• In-depth project study
• Common subjects (Norwegian, 

English, Social Sciences, Physical 
Education)



WWW.VALLEVGS.NO

What subjects are taught?
• Managing outlying fields
• Practical forest management
• Entrepreneurship
• Managing and maintenance
• Common subjects (Norwegian, 

English, Social Sciences, 
Physical Education)

• In-depth Study Projects

CLASSES IN FORESTRY
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Management and Operations
Aim of education is that students should be able to

• Map and assess opportunities for businesses based on local natural 
resources, and provide examples of how food affects the  community, 
the environment and biodiversity 

• Propose new product based on local natural resources and assess 
opportunities for establishing new business in accordance within general 
regulations, ethical and ecological principles 

• Provide examples of what customers demand according to product 
selection and quality in agriculture and gardening industry, and explain 
what the professional customer service means 

• Consider land use in a relevant area from the principles of sustainable 
resource management 

2nd year Agriculture and horticulture
Parts of the curriculum
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Management and Operations
Aim of education is that students should be able to 

• Explain the process of establishing a business and explain the purpose 
and content of a business plan 

• Explain the ownership and describe the traditions associated with the 
management of properties with natural resources 

• Prepare a selected product for sale and account for any sales and 
marketing methods in agriculture and gardening industry 

• Describe key elements of good financial management and use 
computer tools to a simple financial overview for a natural-based 
production 

• Preparing documents for accounting, interpret and explain the key 
importance of proper accounting in a business in agriculture and
gardening industry 

• Explain the requirements for professional supervision, planning a 
nature-based tasks to be performed by several people, lead the 
implementation and evaluate the work

2nd year Agriculture and horticulture
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Silviculture, Land Use and Business
Aim of education is that students should be able to 

• Plan and carry out forestry and nature-based industry 
regarding ecology, public and other user groups
explain the differences between natural forest and landscape 
evaluate opportunities for new business activities based on 
forestry and nature-based resources

• Plan, implement, evaluate and document the outlying field 
activities accessible to the public in different seasons
planning and production of bioenergy

• Perform work in forests and uncultivated land under current 
regulations for health, safety and environment
set goals and evaluate the profitability of an outlying field 
production 

2nd year Forestry
Parts of the curriculum
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